
   
 
 

 
Village of Cold Spring Board of Trustees 

Monthly Meeting Minutes 
September 14, 2022 

 
The Board of Trustees of the Village of Cold Spring held the Monthly Meeting on Wednesday, September 14, 
2022 at Village Hall and via Videoconference as per Chapter 1 of the NY State Local Laws of 2022.  Present were 
Mayor Kathleen E. Foley, Trustees Laura Bozzi, Cathryn Fadde, Eliza Starbuck and Tweeps Phillips Woods. The 
meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Foley. 
 
Announcements 
K. Foley made the following announcements: 

• Water emergency continues and restrictions remain in place 
• Yard Waste pick up is on Thursday (9/15) 

o Pick up will by 2x/month in October and November 
• Putnam County Hazardous Waste pick up is 10/15 
• Village-wide Clean Up Day is Saturday 10/29 
• Flu shots are available from Putnam Co. Department of Health 
• SeaStreak has canceled 9/16 and 9/18 docking dates 

 
Public Hearing for Local Law 01-2022 Adding Chapter 12 Authorizing Public Bodies of the Village to Use 
Videoconferencing Technologies for Public Meetings 
K. Foley provided a brief overview of the new Chapter and made a motion to open the public hearing.  C. Fadde 
seconded the motion and it passed by a vote of 5-0-0-0 
 
Jack Goldstein, chair of the Planning Board asked the following regarding the new law: 

• Can Board members participate in meetings from a remote location?   
o Members can participate remotely under extraordinary circumstances as identified in the 

Village’s attendance policy and providing there is a quorum of the Board attending from a 
publicly accessible location 

• Can a Board chair require masking of meeting attendees? 
o Need to consult with Village Attorney and/or NYCOM for guidance 

 
There were no additional public comments.  The mayor notes that the Public Comment period will be kept open 
through the review of the monthly reports. 
 
Monthly Reports – Village Departments (all submitted reports attached) 
 
Financial Report: Village Accountant Michelle Ascolillo was not present.  J. Vidakovich presented the financial 
report 
 
Roadways & Facilities:  Crew Chief Robert Downey present.  K. Foley noted the Highway Department is working 
on sidewalks, crosswalks and catch basins.  The tunnel continues to leak but R. Downey is working with FOS 
(MTA contractor) to address and correct these issues.  
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Water/Wastewater Department: Water and Wastewater Superintendent Matt Kroog was not present.  K. Foley 
provided the following updates: 
 

• Water restrictions remain in place as the capacity level is at 52%.  Cooler weather, recent rainfall and 
decreased demand have minimized the need to draw from the reservoir  

• Discussions with NYC DEP regarding the aqueduct connection are progressing.  Hahn Engineering is 
working with the Village to complete and submit the Revocable Land Trust Permit application. 

o L. Bozzi asked what is the timeline for completing the permitting process with the DEC?  K. Foley 
responded that the DEP stated it takes approximately two weeks for the permit to be issued 

• There currently is not an IMA in place with Nelsonville and/or Philipstown regarding water usage.  The 
IMA is needed for the Village to enforce water restrictions out of the Village.  

 
Code Enforcement:  Philipstown Code Enforcement Officer Greg Wunner not present.  Village Clerk Jeff 
Vidakovich commented that Greg Wunner had responded to and addressed a number of code violation 
complaints. 
 
Police Department: Officer-in-Charge Larry Burke was in attendance and presented the following: 

• The department is seeing an uptick in calls involving Emotionally Disturbed Persons (EDP’s).  The 
Philipstown Behavioral Hub has been helpful in guiding officers on how to best address each call 

• No arrests in August 
• Reminded people to drive with caution now that school is back in session 
• Community Day went off without any glitches.  Traffic flow was not an issue.  L. Burke thanked Putnam 

REACT for its assistance throughout the day 
• Approval of submission of Letter of Intent to apply for a Community Foundation Grant tabled until 9/21 

to provide Trustees with additional time to review 
• E. Starbuck noted that she has received positive feedback from residents and business owners regarding 

the walking tours 
 
Fire Company:  Jeff Phillips, Jr. present for the Fire Company.  K. Foley noted that the Village was in receipt of 
the Fire Company’s 2023 budget request and that Town of Philipstown has requested the Village’s 2023 Fire 
Protection Services budget for 2023. 
 
Justice Court:  No representatives from the Justice Court were present.   
 
Monthly Reports – Standing Boards (all submitted reports attached) 
 
Historic District Review Board (HDRB):  No member of the Board was present. 
 
Planning Board:  Jack Goldstein, Planning Board Chair, delivered the monthly report (no written report 
submitted).  Key items included: 

• 8/11 meeting was dedicated almost exclusively to Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail 
• 8/25 – two public hearings were held 

o 37 Chestnut Street – modifications to the parking table for a previously approved change of use 
was approved 

o 11 Main Street application for a change of use from office space to retail was approved 
 

Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA):  E.  Wirth, ZBA Chair, noted that there was nothing to report as the ZBA has not 
received any new applications or referrals. 
 
Tree Advisory Board (TAB):  No member of the TAB was present and no report submitted. 



   
 
 
Recreation Commission:  No members of the Recreation Commission were present.  K. Foley thanked the 
Commission for its efforts in preparing the Riverfront area for Community Day.  She also noted that: 

• Lillian Moser will be taking over as secretary for the Recreation Commission 
• Haldane is preparing a new Use Agreement for Mayor’s Park 

 
The Board discussed signage at Mayor’s Park.  E. Starbuck has been working with the Recreation Commission to 
assess and consolidate current signage and draft language for new signage.  Comments and recommendations 
from the Recreation Commission include: 

• Identifying Mayor’s Park as a residential use park vs. a community park.  The Recreation Commission 
noted that usage of the park will increase as improvements are made to the park.  The Commission is 
concerned that residents could be shut out from using the park as tourism and traffic increase. 

• L. Bozzi asked if there is language in the Village Code identifying Mayor’s Park as a “for residents’ only 
facility.  E. Starbuck replied that there is not. 

• Placement of signs was discussed.  L. Burke offered that signs addressing Park Rules & Regulations 
should be posted at the gate entrances and signage related to metered parking should be placed in 
intervals on the fence. 

• L. Burke also pointed out that the recommended language allows for dogs to be in the park on a leash.  
However, dogs are currently allowed in Mayor’s Park off a leash by permit.  This was instituted in 2018 
as a means to scare off geese and alleviate the accumulation of “goose poop” on the field. 

o Discussion ensued on the validity and effectiveness of such a program.  K. Foley noted that a 
vote may be required to overturn the action of the previous Board.  J. Vidakovich to research the 
manner in which the program was previously enacted (board discussion, vote, resolution, etc.) 
and prepare appropriate action for 9/21 meeting 

 
Town of Philipstown: Bob Flaherty presented the report from the Town including: 

• AKRF will be conducting training for the Town Planning Board.  An invitation will be extended to the 
Village Planning Board to participate. 

• C. Fadde asked how restaurants could participate in the food scraps program.  B. Flaherty commented 
that restaurants would have to contract independent of the town sponsored program. 

 
County Legislator: Nancy Montgomery was not present. K. Foley reported that Putnam County had changed the 
rules to receive ARPA funding from the county so that the local municipality will have to pay for a project upfront 
and then apply to the county for reimbursement. 
 
Chamber of Commerce: Nat Prentice and Hannah Salit were present for the Chamber of Commerce and 
reported the following: 

• A follow-up meeting with T. Woods and E. Starbuck is scheduled for 10/11 
• H. Salit formally requested that the Cold Spring A Glow event be held on December 9, 2022 

o L. Burke and J. Phillips, Jr. each consented to the event and the date for their respective 
departments 

o E. Starbuck made a motion to approve the request for Cold Spring A Glow to be held on 
December 9, 2022.  L. Bozzi seconded the motion and it passed by a vote of 5-0 

 
Public Hearing for Local Law 01-2022 Adding Chapter 12 Authorizing Public Bodies of the Village to Use 
Videoconferencing Technologies for Public Meetings 
C. Fadde made a motion to close the public hearing.  K. Foley seconded the motion and it passed by a vote of 5-
0-0-0 
 
Resolution 27-2022 Adopting Local Law 01-2022 Adding Chapter 12 Authorizing Public Bodies of the Village to 
Use Videoconferencing Technologies for Public Meetings was offered for adoption by C. Fadde.  L. Bozzi 
seconded the motion and Resolution 27-2022 passed by a vote of 5-0-0-0. 



   
 
 
 
Review of Verbiage for Signage at Boat Club: The Board discussed proposed language and size of the signs at 
the Boat Club.  E. Starbuck made a motion to approve the verbiage as presented and that the size should remain 
the same as current signage.  T. Woods seconded the motion and it passed by a vote of 5-0-0-0. 
 
37 Fair Street: K. Foley reminded Trustees to arrange a site visit to view the area the owner wishes to purchase 
from the Village.  The owner’s architect has staked out the area. 
 
Report of the Mayor and Trustees: 

• L. Bozzi 
o $5k grant from Clean Energy Communities approved.  Broad use for how grant funds can be used 
o Additional $10k available and approved but there are more constraints on how it can be used 

 Electric Vehicles and Charging Stations 
 Energy efficient upgrades to municipal buildings 
 Conversion of streetlights to LED 

o Sustainability efforts can be considered for $5k grant 
o Attended a meeting of the Hudson Highlands Fjord Trails Parking & Shuttle Subcommittee  

 Traffic is purview of a different committee 
 Usage increase of trails is projected at 35% 
 K. Foley added that the joint session with the Planning Board is scheduled for 9/28 

• Board of Trustees will address topics/questions presented by Planning Board at 
the 9/21 Workshop Meeting 

• C. Fadde 
o Provided an update on Parking 

 Signage for metered parking needs to be added at Municipal Lot and along Fair Street 
(Mayor’s Park) 

• E. Starbuck 
o Mural for the subway tunnel is on hold pending additional repairs to leaks in the wall 
o Working on Main Street parking - assessing 15-minute spots, handicap parking requirements. 

turning access 
• T. Woods thanked everyone involved for their efforts in making Community Day a big success 
• K. Foley 

o Recommended that the Village not apply for the NY Forward Grant in this round due to time and 
resource constraints.  The Board agreed unanimously 

o Recent flooding in Village Hall basement compromised records and files 
 Non-critical items (decorations, pictures, old supplies, etc.) have been discarded 

 
Approval of Minutes 
K. Foley made a motion to approve the minutes of the 7/13/2022 meeting as submitted.  E. Starbuck seconded 
the motion and it passed by a vote of 5-0. 
 
K. Foley made a motion to approve the minutes of the 7/27/22 meeting as submitted.  C. Fadde seconded the 
motion and it passed by a vote of 4-0-1-0 (L. Bozzi abstained) 
 
Approval of Bills 
C. Fadde made a motion to approve Batch # 6636 in the amount of $135,383.35.  T. Woods seconded the motion 
and it passed by a vote of 5-0-0-0. 
 
 
 
 



   
 
 
Public Comment 

• Lillian Moser, Events Coordinator, asked for confirmation that the Village-wide Bulk Pick-Up scheduled 
for 10/29/2022 will be completed before the start of the Halloween Parade (5:30pm start).  K. Foley 
confirmed that Royal Carting will be picking up items in the morning and will be completed prior to the 
start of the parade. 

 
Adjournment 
K. Foley made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  E. Starbuck seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  
Meeting adjourned at 9:21 pm 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Jeff Vidakovich 
 
 
          ________________ 
Jeff Vidakovich, Village Clerk        Date 
 



   
 
 
 

RESOLUTION 27-2022 
ADOPTING LOCAL LAW 01-2022 ADDING CHAPTER 12 – AUTHORIZING PUBLIC BODIES OF THE 

VILLAGE TO USE VIDEOCONFERENCING TECHNOLOGIES FOR PUBLIC MEETINGS 
 
 
The following resolution was offered by Trustee Cathryn Fadde for adoption and seconded by Trustee Laura 
Bozzi, to wit: 

 
WHEREAS, the Village of Cold Spring Board of Trustees has caused to be prepared a draft of the local law to add 
Chapter 12 Authorizing Public Bodies of the Village to use Videoconferencing Technologies for Public Meetings; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Village of Cold Spring Board of Trustees held a duly noticed public hearing on the draft local law 
on September 14, 2022; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Village of Cold Spring Board of Trustees has complied with the requirements of the State 
Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) as it applies to the adoption of the draft local law. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Local Law No. 01 of 2022 is hereby adopted and the Village Clerk is 
authorized and directed to take all of the actions necessary to complete the local law adoption procedure 
including filing said local law with the New York State Office of the Secretary of State. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Village adopts a policy regarding physical attendance at 
meetings as well as the use of videoconferencing technology at regular or special meetings of the public bodies 
of the Village will serve the best interest of the Village consistent with the new requirements of the Open 
Meetings Law (policy attached). 
  
On roll call vote:  

 Trustee Laura Bozzi voted:      Aye       
 Trustee Cathryn Fadde voted:        Aye 
 Trustee Eliza Starbuck voted:      Aye 
 Trustee Tweeps Phillips Woods voted:    Aye 
 Mayor Kathleen E. Foley voted:       Aye 
 

 
Resolution officially adopted on September 14, 2022 by a vote of 5-0-0-0. 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
Jeff Vidakovich, Village Clerk-Treasurer     Date 
 
 



   
 
 

VILLAGE OF COLD SPRING  
 

POLICY AND PROCEDURES ON ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS AND VIDEO  
CONFERENCING TECHNOLOGY OF THE VILLAGE BOARD AND OTHER PUBLIC 

 BODIES OF THE VILLAGE 
 
 
The Village Board recognizes that having members physically present at meetings of “public bodies” as 
defined in the “Open Meetings Law” is the best means for members to engage and work collaboratively 
with one another and the community. 
 
From time to time, however, extraordinary circumstances prevent members of public bodies from 
physically attending meetings.  
 
For the benefit of members and the public, the Village Board finds and determines that formalizing a 
policy regarding physical attendance at meetings as well as the use of videoconferencing technology at 
regular or special meetings of the public bodies of the Village will serve the best interest of the Village 
consistent with the new requirements of the Open Meetings Law.  
 
The general policy instituted by the Village Board is that members of public bodies are expected to be 
physically present at meetings of that members body. Participation by videoconferencing technology 
would be an exception that should be used when a member is unable to be physically present due to 
extraordinary circumstances. For the benefit of members and public, the Village Board has formalized a 
policy regarding physical attendance at meetings as well as the use of videoconferencing technology at 
regular or special meetings of the public bodies of the Village which will serve the best interests of the 
Village consistent with the requirements of the Open Meetings Law.  
 
The NYS Open Meetings Law 
The Open Meetings Law (OML), Article 7 of the Public Officers Law (§§ 100-111), outlines basic 
requirements for meetings conducted by public bodies. Public Officers Law § 102(1) defines a 
“meeting” as “the official convening of a public body for the purpose of conducting public business.” 
Any time a quorum of a public body gathers for the purpose of discussing public business, the meeting 
must be open to the public, whether or not, the body intends to take action or vote on a particular issue. 
Consequently, meetings include “workshops,” “work sessions” and “agenda sessions.” Chance meetings 
or social gatherings are not covered by the OML since this are not official meetings. However, public 
officials may not discuss public business at chance meetings or social gatherings.  
 
Basic Requirements of Open Meetings Law: 
There are four basic requirements of New York State Open Meetings Law: 

1. All meetings must be noticed; 
2. The public must be allowed to attend and observe the meetings in person except that portion of a 

meeting which is in executive session; 
3. Proposed local laws, rules, regulations, resolutions, and policies, and any record which is subject 

to disclosure under FOIL which is scheduled to be discussed at the meeting must be made 
available to the public to extent practicable;  

4. The public body must make minutes of the meeting available within two weeks of the meeting 
and within one week of the executive session. 

  
 
 



   
 
 
Special Videoconferencing Technology Procedures for Board Members. 
 
A member of a public body should always be physically present at the meeting location at which the 
public can attend, however the board member is allowed to participate in the meeting without allowing 
members of the public to be physically present at the board member’s remote location from which that 
member is participating in the meeting if:  
 

(a) extraordinary circumstances exist including but not limited to disability, sudden or worsening 
illness, infectious disease, death of any immediate family member, unanticipated airline flight and other 
transportation cancelations that prevent in-person attendance, unexpected employment deployment, 
extraordinary inclement weather, unexpected caregiving responsibilities, or any other significant or 
unexpected factor or event which precludes the member’s physical attendance at such meeting; and  
 

(b) at least a quorum of the public body are participating in the meeting from a location or locations 
at which members of the public, may physically attend in person; and the public notice provisions for the 
meeting must inform the public that videoconference will be used at the meeting, if possible. 

 
In adopting these written policies, the Village Board recognizes that under the extraordinary 

circumstances which allow a member of a public body to participate in a meeting without allowing 
members to of the public to be physically present at the location from which the member is participating 
may not always allow for advance notice of the board members’ circumstances. It is strongly 
recommended that to the extent practicable, the member requesting participation by videoconference 
technology coordinate in advance of the meeting with the Village Clerk or with the body’s secretary in 
order for appropriate notices and arrangements be made to comply with these policies and procedures.  Of 
course, the unexpected aspect may make it impossible for the Village to incorporate a board member’s 
remote participation.    

 
1. If there is time to supply notice, the notices shall provide:  

(a) A statement that videoconferencing technology will be used; 
(b) The exact location from which every member of the public body is participating; and  
(c) A statement as to which location the public has the opportunity to attend, listen 
      and observe the public body.  

 
2. In the event that the member cannot give adequate notice, to permit posting of notices in 

accordance with the Public Officer’s Law, the Mayor or body’s chairperson can still allow the 
member to participate by videoconference technology. So long as the member of the public body 
shows that the extraordinary circumstances recently came about.  

 
3. The Village Clerk or body’s secretary will ensure that the appropriate equipment necessary for 

the member to participate by videoconference technology is available at the time and place of the 
meeting. The member is responsible for ensuring that he or she has the ability to establish a suitable 
videoconference link to the Village equipment. It is strongly recommended that the member 
requesting participation by videoconference coordinate in advance of the meeting with the Village 
Clerk or with the body’s secretary in order for appropriate arrangements to be made to facilitate the 
and coordinate transmission. 

 
 

4. The Village Clerk or body’s secretary shall ensure that the minutes reflect that the member 
participated by videoconference technology. In particular, the Village Clerk or body’s secretary shall 



   
 
 

record that the member was present by videoconference technology for all motions, seconds and votes 
on actions before the body.  

 
5. Except in the case of executive sessions conducted pursuant to Public Officers Law § 105, the 

public body must ensure that members of the public body can be heard, seen, and identified while the 
meeting is being conducted, including but not limited to any motions, proposals, resolutions, and any 
other matter formally discussed or voted upon.  

 
6. The minutes of meetings involving videoconferencing must include which, if any members 

participated remotely and must be made available to the public pursuant to Public Officers Law § 106 
as set forth above. 

 
7. The public body must record each meeting that uses videoconferencing, and such recordings 

must be posted or linked to on the public body’s website within five business days of the meeting. 
The recordings must remain available for a minimum of three (3) years thereafter, and recordings 
must be transcribed upon request.  

 
8. The public body must provide the opportunity for members of the public to view the meeting via 
video. Additionally, at meetings where public comment or participation is authorized, members of 
the public must be able to participate in the proceedings via videoconference in real time. The public 
body must ensure that the videoconferencing technology provides the same opportunities for public 
participation or testimony as in-person participation or testimony.  

 
9. The Village of Cold Spring maintains an official website and uses technology that permits 
members of the public including members of the public with disabilities to access the video in a 
manner consistent with state law and with the 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

 
Emergency Meetings.  
Part WW of Chapter 56 of the Laws of 2022 also creates an emergency exception to the in-person 
requirement associated with videoconference meetings. Specifically, if (1) the Governor has declared 
a state of emergency or the local chief executive has declared a local state of emergency pursuant to 
NYS Executive Law § 24; and (2) the public body determines that the circumstances necessitating 
the emergency declaration would affect or impair the ability of the public body to hold an in-person 
meeting, then the public body is not required to hold an in person meeting. Although not required by 
Public Officers Law § 103-a, the Village Board recommends that when a public body invokes this 
emergency exception and takes action at a meeting without allowing members of the public to be 
present, the public body should at its next meeting where the public is allowed to attend 
acknowledge the previous meeting and summarize any action taken thereat. Moreover, public bodies 
must still produce minutes of such emergency meetings pursuant to the requirements of the Open 
Meeting Law and as outlined above. 
 
THE ABOVE POLICIES WERE ADOPTED BY RESOLUTION OF THE VILLAGE BOARD AT 
A DULY CONVENED MEETING HELD ON THE 14th DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2022; 
 
 
  
                                                                                        _______________________________ 
                                                                                        Jeff Vidakovich, Village Clerk 

 
























































