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Village of Cold Spring 

Village Board of Trustees 
85 Main Street, Cold Spring, NY 10516 

 

Workshop  
3-23-2021 

The Village of Cold Spring Board of Trustees held an online workshop meeting via video conference 
pursuant to Executive Order 202.1 on Tuesday March 23, 2021 at 6pm. Present were: Mayor Merandy 
and Trustees Heidi Bender, Marie Early, Kathleen E. Foley and Frances Murphy.    
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Mayor Merandy made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss pending/current litigation. 
Trustee Early seconded and the motion passed unanimously at 6:01 pm. 
Trustee Foley made a motion to exit executive session. Mayor Merandy seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously at 6:45 pm. 
 
REVIEW DRAFT OF POLICE REFORM & REINVENTION PLAN 
Trustee Foley noted that: 

• Modifications have been made to the plan per Trustees’ comments 
• There have been no changes to the appendices 
• Mayor Merandy read resolution 07-2021 into the record 

  
RESOLUTION 07-2021 TO ADOPT THE POLICE REFORM & REINVENTION PLAN 
The following resolution was offered by Mayor Merandy for adoption and seconded by, Trustee Foley to 
wit: 

 WHEREAS, on June 12, 2020 Governor Cuomo issued Executive Order 203 requiring each local 
government in the State of New York to adopt a policing reform plan by April 1, 2021; and 

  
 WHEREAS, Executive Order 203 identified specific steps each local government must undertake in the 

review of existing policies and procedures, including: 
 Comprehensive review of current police form deployments, strategies, policies, procedures and 

practices (the “Plan”) 
• Development of a Plan to improve such deployments, strategies, policies, procedures and 

practices 
• Consultation with local stakeholders regarding the Plan 
• Offering a draft of the Plan for public comment to all citizens in the locality and consideration of 

submitted comments; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Village of Cold Spring has either completed or developed a schedule for the completion 
of all the steps identified in Executive Order 203. 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED THAT the Village Board approves the Plan as presented; and  
 
 RESOLVED THAT the Mayor is authorized to sign the required Certification; and 
 
 RESOLVED THAT the Village Clerk is hereby instructed to submit the approved Plan to the Director of the 

New York State Division of the Budget before April 1, 2021. 
 
  On roll call vote: 

 Trustee Marie Early voted:  AYE 
Trustee Heidi Bender voted:  NAY 
Trustee Kathleen E. Foley voted: AYE 
Trustee Fran Murphy voted:    AYE 
Mayor Dave Merandy voted:  AYE 

 
Resolution officially adopted on 3-23-2021 by a vote of 4-1. 
 
REVIEW OF TOT’S PARK RE-OPENING PLAN 
Recreation Commission chair Ruthanne Cullinan Barr noted that: 

• The Commission met on 3-14-2021 to discuss the reopening plan and recommends that the park 
be reopened with a max. capacity of 50 (children and adults) 

• The Highway Department removed leaves, brush and debris on 3-18-2021 
• Toys have been culled, leaving only 8-10 “ride-ons” 
• The Tot’s Park Committee will arrange a cleanup day for any additional cleanup required 
• Girl Scout Brownie Troop 1091 will participate in the additional cleanup 
• Trustee Bender has developed signage 

 
During the discussion it was noted that: 

• Responsibilities between the Village, Recreation Commission and Tot’s Park Volunteers need to 
be defined 

• Sanitation supplies to be provided by the Village 
• Construction of the sanitation stations by the Tot’s Park Volunteers 
• Sand needs to be roto-tilled and woodchips need to be replenished 
• Village will monitor the COVID infection rate and may close the park if the infection rate 

worsens 
• Trash cans should be placed outside the playground area as they attract stinging insects. 

Dedicated bins for sanitization wipes may be mounted to the fence 
• The Trustees agreed to reopen the park on April 10, 2021 provided the sanitation station is in 

place by that date. This will be advertised on the Village website and Facebook page as well as in 
the PCNR and Highlands Current 
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In other Recreation Commission matters it was noted that: 
• Users of the Bandstand and Mayor’s Park must submit a COVID plan 
• Girl Scouts wish to hold their Bridging Ceremony at Mayor’s Park on 6-12-2021, with a 6-13-

2021 rain date 
• Boy scouts wish to hold their Blue and Gold Ceremony at Mayor’s Park on 6-13-2021 (rain or 

shine) 

ACCEPT RESIGNATION OF OFFICER REECE ARONOW 
Mayor Merandy made a motion to accept the resignation and congratulated Officer Aronow on his new 
appointment with the Dutchess County Sheriff’s Department. Trustee Early seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TREE CITY USA DESIGNATION BY ARBOR DAY FOUNDATION 
Mayor Merandy read the acknowledgement letter into the record and the Board thanked Jennifer 
Zwarich and the Tree Advisory Board for their efforts. 
 
An Arbor Day celebration will be held mid-April 2021 
 
SET DATE FOR FY2021-22 BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING 
Mayor Merandy made a motion to hold the public hearing on 4-13-2021. Trustee Foley seconded and 
the motion passed unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF BILLS 
Trustee Early made a motion to accept Batch #5945 in the amount of $47,792.07. Trustee Bender 
seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Mayor Merandy made a motion to adopt the 3-4-2021 minutes as submitted. Trustee Foley seconded 
and the motion passed unanimously. 

Mayor Merandy made a motion to adopt the 3-11-2021 minutes as submitted. Trustee Early seconded 
and the motion passed unanimously. 

BOARD COMMENTS 
Trustee Foley noted that advertisements for the Police Reform & Reinvention Plan survey have been 
submitted to the PCNR and Highlands Current. The same copy will be used on the hard copy fliers. 
Thanks to a Village resident volunteer translator, a Spanish language version of the survey will be made 
available on request. 

Mayor Merandy noted, regarding the reopening of the Main Street bathrooms, that: 

• There is a great deal of misinformation circulating 
• The Village is not denying anyone’s rights 
• The bathrooms typically open in April 
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• The COVID pandemic threw a monkey wrench into things in 2020 
• During 2020 Chamber of Commerce volunteers monitored the bathrooms 
• The Highway Department, in pre-COVID times, cleaned the bathrooms three times/week (Friday 

afternoon, Sunday morning and Monday morning 
• For 2021 the Highway department will perform quick cleans every day except Saturday 
• A survey about use of the bathrooms isn’t necessary 

Trustee Murphy noted that: 

• She has solicited quotes from three janitorial services to clean the Main Street restrooms and 
received one response so far 

Trustee Foley noted that: 

• The Village requested and received updated guidance for maintaining public bathrooms from 
the Putnam County Department of Health, which allows more flexibility for opening public 
bathrooms that was allowed by the state last summer 

• There will be a vaccine pod at the Recreation Center on 3-25-2021 for adults 50+ and other 
eligible groups 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Mike Turton (Highlands Current) asked for confirmation that groups using Village Parks will be required 
to submit a COVID plan. The Board responded affirmatively. 

He also asked about the status of construction on Rock Street, where it appeared on Monday that 
construction was resuming. Mayor Merandy responded that: 

• The Village received many contacts about this from Rock Street residents 
• The Village Code Enforcement Officer and OIC Burke visited the site and stopped the work 
• The equipment and fencing have been removed and attorneys for the Village and the property 

owner are talking 
• An additional “stop work” order has been issued 

ADJOURNMENT 
Mayor Merandy made a motion to adjourn. Trustee Foley seconded and the motion passed unanimously 
at 7:45 pm. 

Submitted by: M. Mell 

 

            
Mayor Merandy        Date 


